March 30, 2021



Senator Michael Dembrow, Chair
Senate Education Committee
900 Court Street NE
Salem, 97301

RE:  Senate Bill 233 (2021)

Dear Senator Dembrow and Members of the Committee,

As elected representatives of the statutory faculty at the University of Oregon, we confidently state that faculty at the University of Oregon unequivocally support student transfer from Oregon community colleges to a public university and recognize the connection between transferability and student affordability. Improving transfer student completion while minimizing time to degree is a state-level goal that must be prioritized and incentivized accordingly.

We support the goal of creating a common course numbering (CCN) system for all public institutions of higher education in Oregon to align courses in terms of numbering and, more importantly, learning outcomes. CCN should apply to a curated set of 100- and 200-level courses that are offered at most institutions and are critical to successful transfer student progression. 

We believe that CCN can be achieved while maintaining the academic authority of the colleges and universities. This is why, in other states that have implemented CCN systems, it is those who are qualified to teach the relevant content—the faculty trained in the pertinent disciplines—who have defined and agreed upon the learning outcomes and numbers. 

Based on that understanding, in subsequent amendments to Senate Bill 233 we would like to see a stronger and clearer role for faculty and better definition of the role of the Transfer Council vis a vis the Higher Education Coordinating Commission.  

We would ask that additional amendments clarify that the Transfer Council will establish subject-area subcommittees of faculty and that faculty will analyze and assess learning outcomes for alignment. After all, we are the only ones with the qualifications to make judgments that will maintain educational quality and align course outcomes. It would be sensible for community college and public universities Transfer Council members to identify subcommittee members with each public university having a voting faculty member and no more than seven voting community college faculty. 

Because faculty will inform and participate on the Transfer Council, the HECC should not have authority to decide whether to follow recommendations from the Transfer Council as is reflected in -1 amendments (see Section 5(1)(a) and Section 5 (1)(d). If faculty are appropriately charged with assuring educational quality, there is no need for a CCN system to be established via incursions into university governing board authorities (see Section 1, “Notwithstanding ORS 352.087(1)(q) or any other provision of law”). The subcommittees would inform the Transfer Council of CCN designation decisions, and the Transfer Council would communicate those decisions to the institutions for implementation. 

We are always at your disposal to discuss further and appreciate your consideration to address our concerns.

Sincerely,

Elliot Berkman, President and Professor of Psychology
Spike Gildea, Vice President, President-Elect, and Professor of Linguistics
University of Oregon Senate
