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The broad aim of the journal is to advance our understanding of the development, health (including 
mental health) and well-being of children and adolescents exposed to severe social adversity throughout 
the world, specifically maltreated children and adolescents who remain in their parents’ care, and those 
subsequently placed in alternative forms of care – as well as the long-term impact that these experiences 
have on adult development and the development of subsequent generations. 

Within this broad aim, the journal’s scope is defined by both specific subject matter, and specific 
populations. Its subject coverage is limited to children’s psychological, neurological, physical and social 
development and functioning (including research pertaining to children’s physical and mental health, 
learning and education), as well as parental, caregiver and systemic factors that shape children’s 
development and functioning. Its population coverage is limited to maltreated children and adolescents 
who remain with their families; those placed by the state in statutory (i.e. foster, kinship or residential) 
care; those who exit statutory care to adoption or other permanent arrangements, including restoration 
to their parents’ care; as well as their parents and caregivers (where parenting and caregiver research is 
directly pertinent to children’s development). 

The journal publishes the following types of articles:   

1. Regular articles reporting fundamental or applied research  
2. Research reviews   
3. Research translation articles, including social policy analysis  
4. Opinion articles and debate 

To submit an article please see the Manuscript Submission Guidelines. 
 

Any correspondence, queries or additional requests for information should be sent to the Editor, Professor Michael 
Tarren-Sweeney, Email: michael.tarren-sweeney@canterbury.ac.nz 
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