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Science of Reading: Explicit Fundamental
Language Instruction to Improve Reading
Comprehension Webinar Recording Available!
NIFDI President Kurt Engelmann recently hosted the first in a series of free
webinars designed to show how Direct Instruction improves reading
comprehension, a key component of the Science of Reading. One of the key
highlights of the webinar was demonstrating important instructional design elements
that ensure all students master essential skills and concepts.
 
Click here to watch the 77-minute webinar.

Additional resources from the webinar:
Below are the videos we referenced during the session

1. 1966 Film of Zig Talking and Demonstrating DI Math (Closed Captioned)
2. Project Follow Through and Its Relevance Today
3. An Overview of Authentic Direct Instruction Literacy Programs
4. DI and the Science of Reading

Be sure to keep an eye out for upcoming webinars in
our Science of Reading Comprehension series.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6g6QGPDZ4-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6g6QGPDZ4-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6g6QGPDZ4-I
mailto:info@nifdi.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6g6QGPDZ4-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKYvMBJJIGc&t=15s
https://youtu.be/erfJtYd-0nQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEwUCggemPg&time_continue=880&source_ve_path=NzY3NTg&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nifdi.org%2F
https://vimeo.com/1087194685?fl=pl&fe=vl


Register for the National Direct Instruction
Conference and Institutes
Registration for the 52nd National DI Conference is open! Plan to join educators
from around the world at the Graduate Hotel in Eugene, Oregon, July 20-24, 2026!
The conference offers training in a wide range of Direct Instruction programs, as
well as comprehensive institutes for instructional leaders, coaches, and professional
development specialists.

This year, we are excited to host Dr. Carl Hendrick, an educational consultant,
author, and researcher, as our featured keynote speaker. His presentation, 10 Rules
for Designing Effective Learning that Works for Every Student, will examine how
Direct Instruction programs model all features that have come to be accepted as the
science of learning and teaching. We are also happy to welcome speaker Ernesto
Rodriguez. His keynote, Direct Instruction: Not Only for Reading, But Also for
Building a Better Life, will highlight his compelling story and give insights into how
we can break the school-to-prison pipeline that poor instruction creates.

No matter what your job title is–principal, supervisor, literacy coach, teacher,
paraprofessional, professor, or something else–the National DI Conference has
something for you. Plan on coming to Eugene this summer, take advantage of the
beautiful location, and take part in the most comprehensive offering of Direct
Instruction training and information available—anywhere!

To download a brochure and register, click here.

Doug Carnine Posts
Essay Examining the
Theory of Instruction
Researcher, author, and Professor Doug
Carnine has posted an important perspective
on the failure to adopt effective practices. In
his essay titled From Explanation to Real-
World Benefit: Is the Theory of Instruction
Worthless?, he writes,

A theory may be scientifically true,
elegant, and even revolutionary, yet still have limited effect on human well-
being. A strong theory can clarify what is happening, explain why something
works, and sharpen professional thinking. But if its use is not required in
practice, its social benefit may remain small. Knowledge by itself does not

https://www.nifdi.org/training-events/events-calendar/training-event/2026-di-conf.html


protect people. Human well-being improves when professions and
institutions require valid knowledge to shape what they do.

In his essay, Professor Carnine references several theories, including the
sophisticated communication theory that lies at the heart of the Direct Instruction
approach. C﻿lick here to read the entire piece.
 

Excellence in Education Awards
Nominations Open

An important feature of successful Direct Instruction implementations is to celebrate
success—success of students, teachers, and entire schools. This year, at the
National Direct Instruction conference, we will be recognizing individuals and
schools that have made a significant difference in the educational performance of
children through the following awards:

Siegfried Engelmann Excellence in Education Award – This award is named
after Siegfried “Zig” Engelmann, co-creator of Direct Instruction, senior author
of the DI programs, and founder of NIFDI. The recipient of this award can be
anyone – a teacher, paraprofessional, administrator, college professor, etc. –
who has provided a significant contribution to the field of education and/or
student achievement.

Wes Becker Excellent School Award – This award is named after Wesley
Becker, co-creator of Direct Instruction and longtime Professor of Educational
Psychology at the University of Oregon. This award is given to a school for
exemplary implementation of Direct Instruction.

The Carnine-McRoberts Student Improvement Award – This award is named
in honor of the parents of Doug and Linda Carnine. It is given to a student
who has demonstrated remarkable academic success with DI. Teachers
submit nominations. The winner, selected by Doug and Linda Carnine, will be
presented with a plaque and $1,000 to the recipient and $1,000 to the school
the recipient attends.

Please take the opportunity to honor a member of the DI “family.” The nomination
process is not cumbersome, and it means so much to the individuals and our
profession. Please identify and nominate a colleague and/or school that has made a
difference. Nomination applications are short (1-2 pages) and available on our
website. Nominations are due in our office by June 3rd, so click the links above or
download the application packet today!
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Know other DI users or supporters who would benefit from receiving NIFDI News?
Share this sign up link: http://www.nifdi.org/component/content/article/61-
uncategorised/226-nifdi-news-signup. Interested parties can also sign up via their mobile
device by texting NIFDI to 22828 to get started!
 
Want to update your subscriber information?
Simply click on the "Update Profile/Email Address" link found at the bottom of this email.

NIFDI | 1140 Willagillespie Rd STE 18 | Eugene, OR 97401 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=NIFDI+NEWS%21+April+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=NIFDI+NEWS%21+April+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=NIFDI+NEWS%21+April+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111693542876/c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=asctv4abb.0.0.7orsbllab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nifdi.org%2Fcomponent%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F61-uncategorised%2F226-nifdi-news-signup
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=asctv4abb.0.0.7orsbllab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nifdi.org%2Fcomponent%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F61-uncategorised%2F226-nifdi-news-signup
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=c34eb143-7cfa-4bd0-a8d3-61ff9aa354b0

