Center for the Study of Women in Society Research Interest Group
Intersectionality Theory Primer for Psychology Students

What? This Research Interest Group (RIG) is meant to be a generative space for psychology students, researchers, and faculty to have intentional discussions about theory. We have chosen to focus on intersectionality because of the popularity of this particular theory in psychology, but we are generally interested in the pursuit of reading and applying theory to our empirical work.

Who? We will have visiting discussion leaders and panelists from various disciplines (i.e., Philosophy, Indigenous Race and Ethnic Studies, Education). We hope that this will be a space for everyone interested to read and discuss theoretical work that may not come directly from psychology but inevitably informs our empirical work.

When? Wednesdays 4-5pm in Straub 257. Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10. 

Why? Theorists and empiricists have so much to offer each other! There are few times where we truly get to engage in these discussions with our colleagues outside our own department or even subfield. We hope it is not only a jargon-free space to practice science communications but also consider new research ideas and feel curiosity!

Week 2: Reading theory (April 8)
Many of us have cited these works, but maybe it’s been a while since we’ve revisited the text or discussed it with others! Come ready to read and discuss.

1. Kimberlé W. Crenshaw, Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics, 1989 U. Chi. Legal F. 139 (1989).
2. Combahee River Collective. "The Combahee River Collective Statement." 1977. https://blackpast.org/african-american-history/combahee-river-collective-statement-1977/ BlackPast.org.

Week 4: Theory between disciplines (April 22)
Foundational theories and how philosophies of science shape empirical questions.

Week 6: Intersectional thinking and psychology (May 6)
Practically, what does intersectionality mean in our field? 

Week 8: Application (May 20)
Let’s chat through some research ideas. We will be doing off-the-cuff development talks, no preparation necessary! 

Week 10: Case Study (Date and time TBD)
Join us to hear panelists across IRES, College of Education, and Psychology discuss racial diversity in higher education and the importance of diversifying the academy. We will hear how their approaches are informed by theoretical and empirical work as well as what their research shows for how to address this issue.
